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Topics

Circulation Parameters
Codes
Tables

Loan Rules
Loan Rule Determiner Table
Watch out!!

Circulation Parameters

Patron Record Codes
Patron Type  (PTYPE)

Numeric up to 256 values

PCODE1, PCODE2
32-value alphanumeric

PCODE3, PCODE 4
Numeric up to 256 values

Circulation Parameters

Item Record Codes
Item Type (ITYPE)

Numeric up to 256 values
Set by cataloging of material

Item (Branch) Location 
Also set by our friends the 
catalogers

Circulation Parameters

PTYPE, ITYPE along with Item 
Location used to select a loan rule for 
a circulation transaction
Use to gather statistics
Group records in Create Lists

What can codes do for you?
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Circulation Parameters

Tables
Hours Open

Important if you have hourly checkouts

Days Closed
Important to determine due dates and fines

Patron Blocks Table
Loan Rules
Loan Rule Determiner

Spend lots of time getting to know the last 
two!!!!

Loan Rules

Loan rule controls all aspects of 
managing a particular loan to a 
patron, including fines and notices

Loan variables
Recall variables
Overdue variables
Fine variables

Sample Loan Rule

Loan Rule Determiner Table

Selects which loan rule to use for 
each checkout
System searches from bottom to top 
and selects first match—ORDER 
IMPORTANT
Always have a default non-circulating 
entry as first item to catch omissions 
from the table
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Notice Parameters

Notices  
Text of Circulation Notices

This doesn’t control circulation, but is 
referenced by the loan rules.

Email Subject Table
Good customer service

Watch Out!

Table order of entries important
Loan Rule Determiner—Reads Bottom to 
Top
Days Closed—Bottom to Top
Hours Open—Bottom to Top

AND

Just to Confuse You 
Patron Blocks—Top to Bottom

Watch Out!

Be careful when you delete any codes 
or table entries

NEVER delete an entry in the Loan 
Rule Table (except the very last one)

This is the quickest way to get the 
Circulation staff annoyed with you!
Make it ‘inactive’ or rename it ‘unused’

Watch Out!

Watch out when increasing the 
number of notices in a loan rule. Best  
to start a new loan rule. 

Always check to see that a code is 
truly unused before deleting it.
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Where to look for help

CSDirect (You’ll need Password)

“Introduction to Circulation Parameters”
http://csdirect.iii.com/documentation/cir/
introcircparam.shtml

“Circulation Parameters: What You Need 
to Know Before You Make Changes”
http://csdirect.iii.com/documentation/cir/
circtroubleshooter.shtml

Where to Look for Help

Innovative Guide and Reference

Circulation Parameters
Page #105401

Where to Look for Help

Innovative Guide and Reference

Codes
Patron Types (PTYPE)
page #106044
Item Types (ITYPE)
page #106052 
Item (Branch) Location 
page #103428 

Where to Look for Help

Innovative Guide and Reference

Tables
Loan Rules
Page#105408 
Loan Rule Determiner Table
Page #105407 
Patron Blocks Table
Page #103426 

Where to Look for Help
Innovative Guide and Reference

Tables
Hours Open 
Page #105406 
Days Closed
Page #105403 
Text of Circulation Notices
Page #105409 
Email Subject
Page #105793

Thank You

George Leggiero
John Carroll University

gleggiero@jcu.edu

Link to this presentation
http://www.jcu.edu/library/leggiero/

circulation_parameters.ppt


